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Welcome back from AEF!

Visit us at Town Day on September 20

Our work in action: Visiting artists at Arlington High School

Who We Are and What We're Up To

AEF is a community-led nonprofit with a mission to enhance the educational experience of students in the Arlington Public
Schools. We support teachers and administrators who want to deepen their knowledge or try out creative initiatives, such as
maker tools in the middle schools and a native plant learning garden at the Brackett School. We also provide larger grants
to support district-wide endeavors, such as this summer’s training in an approach to student discipline called Collaborative
Problem Solving (CPS). Lauren Hague and Stephanie Murphy are co-presidents of AEF’s volunteer board. As the school
year launches, they are excited to....READ MORE HERE
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AEF Board members hope you will drop by our booth on Town Day between 10:30 and 4:30. Learn more about our work, see how
you can get involved and enter our raffle for a chance to win a Lego set! (Pictured above, AEF volunteers at Town Day, 2024).

GRANT SPOTLIGHT: working Artists at Arlington High School

AHS Art teacher Adam Gooder uses support from AEF to bring working artists into his classroom. Filmmaker Thomas Kim (pictured
above) visited with Gooder's students in the spring of 2025.

As a high school student growing up on Bainbridge Island, Wash., Adam Gooder found his home in the art room. It became
the place where he met his friends, spent his off blocks and lingered before and after school, eventually launching him into a
lifelong career in the arts as a professional photographer, filmmaker and teacher.

Gooder hopes to create a similar environment in his classroom at Arlington High School, where since fall 2023, he has
taught digital photography, animation and filmmaking to hundreds of students in a program that is rapidly expanding, thanks
to new state-of-the-art facilities made possible by the completion of the high school’s five-year building project.

According to Gooder, it’s an exciting time to be in the visual arts department, where growing demand has led to the creation
of new courses. But the increasing popularity has also created new challenges. “Our class sizes are too big to take to a
museum,” he said. For help, Gooder turned to Arlington Education Foundation. In the fall of 2024, he applied for an
Innovation Grant to fund a new visiting artist series to bring the professionals — animators, photographers, flmmakers —
into the classroom. AEF awarded Gooder a $2,800 grant to..... READ MORE HERE

Become a Business Sponsor

Do you own or work for a local business? Want to connect with the community, while supporting the Arlington Public Schools?
Then consider becoming a sponsor today! Choose your level of support, and reap the benefits of this local partnership! Learn more
here. This September, we'd like to give a special thank you to our Platinum sponsors: Arlington Orthodontics, Belmont Orthodontics,
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